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Forecast Highlights

• Sunny in WHOI and St. John’s, miserable at Wallops
• No big changes from yesterdays briefing on WHOI and Wallops 8/30 Forecast

• Wednesday departure from WHOI
• Mostly cloudy with NNE winds at 20 mph, storm will be south and kicking up seas

• Wednesday C130 transit
• Partly cloudy at Wallops, NNW winds at 10-15 mph, Arrival into St. John’s looks good
• Storm will be just East of Wallops
• Due to clouds ahead of storm, Sable Island will have high clouds but clear below
• South eddies look partly cloudy if cold front passes through in time, slot timing is too slow for transit 

• Thursday C130 transit?
• Partly cloudy at Wallops, SW winds at 5-10 mph with chance of T-storms, Rainy and windy in St. John’s
• Storm will be over Sable Island with 45 kt winds
• South eddies impacted by high clouds, low and mid not much better than Wednesday

• Potential Tropical Cyclone 10 – Maybe Tropical Storm Irma
• Currently near Cape Hatteras
• Likely to become post-tropical before making TS strength, but will still strengthen significantly in 

the next 24-48 hours (peak wind speed reaching 70 kts)
• Track has shifted south and increased speed somewhat since yesterday



Forecast Summary
Day 1 (Wednesday) – August 30
Recommendation: C-130 transit, Atlantis leaves WHOI
St. John’s: Mostly cloudy, rain ending after noon, high in the low 60s, winds NNW 10-20 mph

Day 2 (Thursday) – August 31
Recommendation: C-130 unpack, Atlantis in transit to S1
St. John’s: Mostly cloudy, rain beginning in the evening, high around 60, winds ENE 5-15 mph

Day 3 (Friday) – September 1
Recommendation: C-130 unpack, Atlantis in transit to S1
St. John’s: Mostly cloudy, rain ending in the early morning, high in the low 60s, wind NW 10-20 mph

Day 4 (Saturday) – September 2
Recommendation: C-130 unpack, Atlantis in transit to S1
St. John’s: Mostly cloudy, rain showers throughout the day, high around 60, wind SW 10-20 mph

Day 5 (Sunday) – September 3
Recommendation: C-130 potential fly day (cloud work), Atlantis potential practice station
St. John’s: Partly cloudy, chance of showers, high in the low 60s, wind W 15-20 mph

Day 6 (Monday) – September 4 – Ship at S1
Recommendation: Fly (S1 + ocean color work), Atlantis at S1
St. John’s: Partly cloudy, rain possible after noon, high in the upper 60s, wind WSW 10-20 mph



Planned Ship Route & Forecast

Saturday, 9/2 Transit to S1
Waves: WSW 7-12 ft
Winds: W 15-25 kts
Clouds: Mostly cloudy
Precip: Rain showers possible 

Wednesday, 8/30 Leave WHOI
Waves: 9-15 ft, variable
Winds: NNE 20-30 kts
Clouds: Overcast
Precip: Rain tapering off in the 
evening

Friday, 9/1 Transit to S1
Waves: NE 7-12 ft
Winds: W 15-25 kts
Clouds: Mostly cloudy
Precip: Rain passing through 
around noon

Monday, 9/4 S1 Ops
Waves: W 5-7 kts
Winds: NW 5-15 kts
Clouds: Low clouds clearing in the 
evening
Precip: none

Thursday, 8/31  Transit to S1
Waves: N 14-20 ft
Winds: NW 20-30 kts
Clouds: Partly cloudy
Precip: Showers ending in the 
early morning

Sunday, 9/3  Transit to S1
Waves: W 5-9 ft
Winds: NW 10-20 kts
Clouds: Mostly cloudy
Precip: none



Current Conditions at St. John’s



St. John’s Forecast



Current Conditions at WHOI



WHOI Forecast



Current Conditions at Wallops



Wallops Forecast



St. John’s METAR/TAF



KSBY/KNTU TAF



Surface Current/Forecast Analysis



GOES-13 Imagery (8/29 14:45 UTC) 
Visible IR



Cloud Products (8/29 13:45Z) 
Cloud Top Height Cloud Base Height



|ECMWF| 4-Panel Cloud Forecast



|ECMWF| Total Cloud Forecast



MSLP, 850 mb temp, 
6 hour QPF, 10 m wind

6 hour QPF (inches)



Wave height  (ft) Winds (knots)



1000-850 mb Height and Winds
Surface to ~ 1.5 km or 5000 ft AMSL

500 mb Height and Winds
~ 5.5 km or 18,000



Eye on the Tropics – Potential TC 10



Eye on the Tropics - Outlook



Eye on the Tropics



Aqua MODIS Ocean Color – August 28th



North Atlantic Oscillation



GEOS-Chem – 8/30 & 8/31 15 UTC Forecast






